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December 7, 2015 
 

 The Eagles Mere Borough Council meeting was called to order on the above 

date by President William Feese with the following Council members and the Mayor, 
Joan Werner in attendance: VP Christelle Loftus, John Huhn, John Ecker, Dave 

Werner, Walter Haussmann, and Secretary/Treasurer Wilson.  Mr. Spahr was 
unable to attend. In the gallery: J. Moore, K. Smith, L. Middleton, R. Lobach. C. 
Lockard 

 
Public Comments: no issues were discussed. 
 

Minutes- for the previous monthly meeting were approved on a motion from Mr. 
Huhn, seconded by Mr. Haussmann. 

 
Treasurer’s Report – for the previous month were approved with the minutes. 
Balance of $419 due for 2015. Overdue balances of $60 for late fees, and the bag 

bill for the Sweet Shop is due.  New ‘bills for approval’ sheets were handed out to 
include all bills received since the agendas were printed. Transferred $12,800 from 

the Joanne Smith Museum Acquisition funds @ INVEST to a CD at 1st Columbia 
Bank  & Trust at 2.02% for 5 yrs.  
 

Street Superintendent Report: report was emailed. 
Open Records Officer: No RTO forms received or filed.  

Ordinance & Zoning Officer’s Report-  

 
Business Conducted –   

Annual Insurance review with Charles Lockard. An increase of 2% was added due 
to the property evaluation that EMBA did in 2015. He asked EMB & EMBA to check 
the equipment list to see if all is still valid. Museum appraisal just done in 

September wasn’t included yet. He will check why and make adjustments if needed. 
Property Insurance is still with Employer’s Mutual, and Liability is still with PIRMA. 

W/C is split between Employer’s Mutual for the Borough and State Workers 
Insurance Fund(SWIF) for the Fire Company. Property valuation sheets need to be 
signed for each entity. A cost sheet was given to everyone to compare this year with 

next year. An invoice was given to the secretary, it was broken down for EMB and 
EMBA totals. The premium will be paid by Dec. 31.  
2016 Budget was approved on a motion from Mr. Ecker, seconded by Mr. 

Haussmann. Museum Budget was approved on a motion from Mr. Ecker, seconded 
by Mr. Werner.  

Tax Ordinance Hearing- the regular meeting was recessed to hold a public hearing 
for the Tax Ordinance for 2016 taxes. Tax rates will remain the same as 2015. There 
were no questions or comments. The hearing was closed and the regular meeting 

was re-convened. A motion was made by Mr. Ecker to adopt the ordinance with the 
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overall tax rate of 1.3234mls: 1.1524 for Real Estate and .171 for the Fire Tax. It 
was seconded by Mr. Huhn and unanimously approved.  

Health Insurance- After much research the Personnel committee recommended 
that the Borough remain with the current Highmark BC/BS plan, but raise the 

deductible to $1500 to avoid co-insurance additions imposed on the old plan when 
Highmark and BC merged. Geisinger and Aflac were contacted for quotes. The 
employees will pay the first $750 of the deductible and the Borough will pay the 

balance of $750. This plan has lower co-pays for doctors and prescriptions that will 
offset some of the costs to employees. This was accepted on a motion from Mr. 
Ecker, seconded by Mr. Werner.  

Identity protection is offered by Highmark BC/BS to Borough 
employees/Highmark members. Council approved the offer if it is at no cost. On a 

motion from Mr. Ecker, seconded by Mr. Huhn.  
Museum : the 2016 rent has been established and looks to be less than estimated. 
EMHVI-John Sciortino(the Council’s recommended appointee) has resigned the 

EMHVI Board and Council regrets losing such a capable person. Dennis Craig was 
chosen to replace him and Council ratified the selection as their appointee on a 

motion from Mr. Ecker, seconded by Mr. Haussmann.  
Website- The domain name eaglesmere.org, from the old website, will be retained 
and attached to the new website. The treasurer paid the fee to reinstate and retain 

the domain on Dec. 7. It was set to automatically renew each year until Council 
decides to return it to the Eagles Mere Inn as noted in their agreement with the Inn.  

U/C relief from charges- an extension was granted until Council could meet and 
discuss the situation. The 2016 solvency fee will not be paid for 2016 on a motion 
from Mr. Werner, seconded by Ms. Loftus.  

Borough Magazine orders were taken and will be sent to PSAB.  
People’s State Bank will be closing February 12, 2016. Efforts are being made to 
see if another bank will put a branch office here or at least get an ATM installed that 

is accessible 24/7. The Treasurer will maintain PSB accounts for the time being and 
do some research to see what services are available so she doesn’t have to travel to 

Dushore frequently.   
Letter to Ed Troxell- Director of PSAB Government Affairs will be sent a letter 
asking that PSAB assist and support a resolution to ask the state legislature to 

allow municipalities to join the State Health Insurance Plans. On a motion from Mr. 
Ecker, seconded by Mr. Haussmann a letter will be sent along with a draft 
resolution. 

Letter from DEP regarding asbestos used in Paving done by Pendot in years gone 
by. Copies were sent to the Infrastructure committee and Street Super for reference 

if they suspect asbestos was used in Borough streets. 
Election Officials need to be appointed by the County Court. Ellen Klarsch has 
tendered her resignation and it was accepted with regret. Lee Middleton has 

volunteered to take Judy Huhn’s place for Judge of Election and Ruth Hild is willing 
to fill the Minority Inspector’s seat. Both were approved for appointment on a 

motion from Ms. Loftus, seconded by Mr. Haussmann. Ms. Wilson will see what 
needs to be done to consummate these choices.   
Lots for sale in the EM Park-Kevin Gardner has 2 lots for sale in the Park, but 

under the Borough’s Code these lots are non-conforming to the R-1 district and 
since neither has been developed, must be combined to achieve the maximum 
extent possible. On a motion from Mr. Ecker, seconded by Mr. Haussmann, Mr. 
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Gardner will be notified of the circumstances by certified letter from the Zoning 
Officer and given a copy of the ordinance. The real estate office will be cc’d.  

Jackson Ward Subdivision-it has been brought to Council’s attention that Mr. 
Ward is trying to make 2 or more lots from the property that his company owns on 

Eagles Mere Avenue. Ms. Wilson will contact the Planning Commission to see what 
is going on and what, if anything, can be done to discourage this subdivision. 
Mayor’s Report: WVIA will be coming to do an interview with her for a show they 

are doing that will feature Eagles Mere, along with Brian Smith who will answer 
questions about the Toboggan Slide.  
Milligan- Loch Eagle Lane right of way- landscaping being done is of concern to 

the street superintendent. Mud and debris is being left in the street and marked  
right of way indicators are no longer visible. He is hoping that the finished stone 

wall and trees it will be back far enough to not interfere with plowing and 
maintenance.  
Annual Christmas Party will begin at 5:30 on the 13th. Ms. Wilson will arrange for 

a key with Brian Smith.  
 

Committees: 
Finance:   year-end figures look good to finish the year within budget.  
 

    Museum: Lisa Frey was approved for hire @ 10$ hr for the Museum Shop 
secretary’s position and fill in shopkeeper, on a motion from Mr. Haussmann, 
seconded by Mr. Ecker.  Jean Alley, Amy Woodcock, Joyce Igoe and Kay Wilson were 

approved for appointment in January by the Council. Officers have been selected: 
Joan Werner-President, V-President-Jack Leo, Nancy Liebert-Treasurer, Jean Alley-

Secretary. Mark Lewis will speak on Jan 2 on the history of the lumber industry. 
This is will tie in with the current exhibit featuring lumber and leather processing.  
 

Secretary’s Notes: 
 Secretary time off- Dec 24 & 25. Jan 1. 
 Code Publishers will be here Dec 17 to scan minute books.  

 Notified Mike Miller Council denied Crestmont Condo’s request for a dumpster in 
lieu of trash pick-up by Borough. 

 Advertised Budget & Tax Ordinance. 
 Worked with Personnel Cmte to resolve Health Insurance rate increases.  
 Compiled Council’s 1st newsletter- sent 1st week in Dec. Emailed to 383 

recipients and mailed 85-90. 
 EMBA has approved and signed the Sharing agreement. Copies given to Adam & 

Jeremy. 
 Contacted Robin @ Roan Appraisers regarding a list of 2015 artifacts appraised 

for insurance purposes. Ms. Werner provided a printed copy which was 

forwarded to Lockard Agency. 
 
The bills were ordered paid for the Borough and Museum as presented on a motion 

from Mr. Huhn, seconded by Mr. Ecker .  
 

The meeting was adjourned by of the President. 
   
Respectfully Submitted, 
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Kay L. Wilson 
Secretary/Treasurer 


